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Minutes of the Committee Meeting held 7pm 13 July 2009 

Present 

Diana Sawyer (DS) 
Mick Hughes (MH) 
Gaynor O’Connell (GO) 
Sophie Walkden (SW) 
Simon Cavell (SC) 
Helen Cavell (HC) 
Kentish Stour Countryside Project (KSCP) - Jon Shelton (JS) 

Apologies 

Peter Walkden (PW) 
Forestry Commission (FC) - Dan Jennings (DJ) 
Stour Valley Arts (SVA) 

Minutes 

a) Accuracy 
The Minutes of the previous meeting held on 8 June 2009 were accepted. 

 
b) Matters arising 

 

¶ DS: Await reply from KRAG regarding permission to conduct pond survey: 
 

Still awaiting a response 
 

¶ HC/GO: Investigate prices for a folding table for use at fetes and stalls: 
 

HC found a suitable table at CostCo.  The committee agreed to the 
purchase. 

 

¶ SC: Ask DJ whether the notice board must be supplied by Signs Workshop: 
 

DJ indicated that the replacement notice board does not have to be 
purchased from Signs Workshop although the design will need to be 
approved by FC.   DJ advised that FC will install the notice board for us. 
 

¶ SC: Check with DJ about purchasing the notice board through the FC: 
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DJ advises that this will not be possible. 
 

¶ SC: Email the membership to identify an accountant willing: 
 
Pending 

 

¶ SC: Create a quick-reference guide for the Friendôs mobile phone. 
 

Pending 

Agenda 

a) Chairmanôs Report (DS) 

 
Nightjar walk - 19 people.  The Nightjars proved elusive and although heard, 

none were seen. 

Reptile walk – 23 people.  One adult and one juvenile adder were found.  Several 

slow worms were also spotted.  Although the count seems low compared to last 

year’s survey, this represented the highest count of 2009.  Some people 

attended the walk despite being advised that there were no places.  The walk 

lead was unhappy with the number of people and it proved difficult to control the 

event.  Next year we will need to be firmer about walks that have limited space. 

Butterflies & Flowers – 8 people.  Rain showers kept the number of butterflies 

down but a nice walk was had regardless. 

Boughton Fete – 90 prizes given out.  1 new membership. 

DS updated the committee on the current grant application 

b) Treasurerôs report (SW) 

The latest bank statement shows a current account balance of £1142.  There are 

no imminent expenses. 

c) Membership report (SC) 

The current membership stands at 66 (approx. 116 members).  There are 33 

renewals outstanding and 1 new membership this month (Boughton Fete). 

d) Stour Valley Arts  
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(SVA were unable to attend the meeting) 

e) Kentish Stour Countryside Partnership Update (JS) 

JS updated the committee with KSCP activity and his thoughts regarding the 

planned grant application and the proposed walk routes. 

f) Forestry Commission Update  

(DJ was unable to attend the meeting) 

g) Walks and Events 

The committee members who will attend the following walks/events are: 

Verdent Farm  DS MH GO 

7 Mile Hike   DS SW MH GO HC 

Tree Walk    DS SW MH GO SC HC 

Goose Fair   DS (SW/MH helping to setup) 

 

h) Forthcoming items 

Grant Application – test the proposed “Green” walk.  A meeting will be held at 

KSCP offices with DS, SW, JS attending to progress the grant application.  Date 

TBC. 

AOB 

¶ The committee agreed that the size of notice board should be A1. 

¶ There will be no committee meeting in August due to holidays. 

Actions 

¶ SC to book a table at the George for the Tree Walk 

¶ SC to look for a Word Search generator 

Next meeting 

 Monday 14 September 2009, 7pm. 


