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Minutes of the Committee Meeting held 7pm 8 June 2009 

Present 

Diana Sawyer (DS) 
Mick Hughes (MH) 
Gaynor O’Connell (GO) 
Sophie Walkden (SW) 
Simon Cavell (SC) 
Helen Cavell (HC) 
Kentish Stour Countryside Project (KSCP) - Jon Shelton (JS) 

Apologies 

Peter Walkden (PW) 
Forestry Commission (FC) - Dan Jennings (DJ) 
Stour Valley Arts (SVA) 

Minutes 

a) Accuracy 
The Minutes of the previous meeting held on 11 May 2009 were accepted. 

 
b) Matters arising 

JS has emailed a copy of the Risk Assessment form and Press Release to SC. 
 
DS booked a table at the Halfway House at 7pm on the evening of the Nightjar 
Walk 
  
DS emailed DJ about suppliers for a replacement noticeboard.  DJ provided 
details of the company that the FC use: Signs Workshop (based in Wales). 
 
DS, SW and JS had a grant application meeting on 28 May at KSCP offices. 
 
SW spoke to KRAG about conducting a pond survey.  KRAG advised that we 
would need to seek permission from the Forestry Commission.  DJ advised that 
we need to discuss with Katherine (?) at FC.  JS suggested that a risk 
assessment may be required. 
 
SC updated the website with photos of the new Cutler’s Valley Pond and the last 
Bluebell walk. 
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Agenda 

a) Chairmanôs Report (DS) 

 
The mini beast event attracted 17 people (9 children) and 15 different types of 

mini beast were identified. 

 The bat walk was fully booked with 36 participants.  Debbie and Julia were 

delighted with the honorary membership offered to them 

 SVA have asked if the committee are happy for their email addresses to be 

added to the SVA mailing list so that we are kept informed of events.  All 

committee members agreed for their email addresses to be used in this way. 

b) Treasurerôs report (SW) 

The latest bank statement shows a balance of £1663 on 12 May.  Allowing for 

income and expenditure since, including renewal of public liability insurance and 

the payment of our contribution of £434 for the new pond in Cutler’s Valley we 

now have a balance of £1141. 

Income from memberships and walks for the year to date currently stands at 

£553 (2008: £481).  

Our main expenses and standard running costs for this year have now been 

paid. 

DS advised that we need to identify an accountant independant of the committee 

to review and agree the 2008-2009 accounts. 

c) Membership report (SC) 

The current membership stands at 66 (approx. 116 members).  There are 34 

renewals outstanding.  There has been 1 renewal and 5 new memberships this 

month (3 arising from the bat walk) 

SC gave SW £30 in membership receipts. 

d) Stour Valley Arts  

(SVA were unable to attend the meeting) 
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e) Kentish Stour Countryside Partnership Update (JS) 

Last month’s KSCP press release was published in the KM. 

Forthcoming tasks for KSCP include building and installation of bird boxes, 

planting up of the Cutler’s Valley pond and assisting SVA with the installation of 

tree name plaques in the car park. 

JS advised that he is unable to attend the Butterfly Walk and will find a 

replacement walk lead. 

The pond near Reptile Valley is now dry.  It is believed that the pond lining may 

have been damaged when a Landrover was driven into the pond.  KSCP will 

arrange for the contractor to inspect the pond and decide whether it is viable to 

re-puddle the pond.  

f) Forestry Commission Update  

(DJ was unable to attend the meeting) 

g) Walks and Events 

DS has booked a table at The Halfway House for the Nightjar Walk (7:00pm).     

DS will arrange a table to use at the Boughton Aluph Fete.  Setup is at 12:30pm, 

pack up will be around 4pm.  The Friends stand is between the cake and 

tombola.  DS will organise a competition for children. 

The committee members who will attend the following walks/events are: 

Nightjars   10 June 7pm  DS SW MH SC HC 

Boughton Aluph Fete 13 June 12:30pm DS SW MH 

Reptile Valley  14 June 9am  DS SC HC MH GO 

 

h) Forthcoming items 

Grant Application 
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AOB 

¶ DS advised that the contribution toward Cutler’s Valley Pond came in under 
budget at £434 instead of the anticipated £900. 

¶ The committee agreed to contribute £50 toward the cost of plants for Cutler’s 
Valley Pond. 

¶ Jean McDermot (Member) may know a possible lead for a bird walk in 2010. 

¶ SC advised that he may not be available for the July meeting due to work 
commitments. 

Actions 

¶ DS: Await reply from KRAG regarding permission to conduct pond survey. 

¶ HC and GO: Investigate prices for a folding table for use at fetes and stalls. 

¶ SC: Ask DJ whether the noticeboard must be supplied by Signs Workshop or 
whether we can source form a local supplier. 

¶ SC: Check with DJ about the possibility of purchasing the noticeboard 
through the FC.  

¶ SC: Email the membership to identify an accountant willing to review the 
accounts. 

¶ SC: Create a quick-reference guide for the Friend’s mobile phone. 

Next meeting 

 Monday 13 July 2009, 7pm. 


