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Minutes of the Committee Meeting held 7pm 14 September 2009 

Present 

Diana Sawyer (DS) 
Sophie Walkden (SW) 
Mick Hughes (MH) 
Gaynor O’Connell (GO) 
Simon Cavell (SC) 
Helen Cavell (HC) 
Kentish Stour Countryside Project (KSCP) - Jon Shelton (JS) 

Apologies 

Forestry Commission (FC) - Dan Jennings (DJ) 
Stour Valley Arts (SVA) 

Minutes 

a) Accuracy 
The Minutes of the previous meeting held on 13 July 2009 were accepted. 

 
b) Matters arising 

 

¶ DS: Await reply from KRAG regarding permission to conduct pond survey: 
 

Still awaiting a response 
 

¶ SC/HC: Purchase folding table for use at fetes and stalls: 
 

Done. 
 

¶ SC: Email the membership to identify an accountant willing: 
 
Done. 

 

¶ SC: Create a quick-reference guide for the Friendôs mobile phone. 
 

Pending 
 

¶ SC to book a table at the George for the Tree Walk 
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¶ Done. 
 

¶ SC to look for a Word Search generator 
 
DS created a word search competition 

Agenda 

a) Chairmanôs Report (DS) 

 
Noticeboard – No quote has been forthcoming from the Welsh sign company.  

Challock Parish Council have offered to provide details of their supplier.  SW may 

have identified a possible of funding called Grass Roots. 

Grant – DS to draft first application this month.  JS to see if he can convince land 

owners to install kissing gates.  Another test run of the planned walks to be done 

before Christmas.  DS & SW will contact those who attended the previous walks 

and invite them on the re-walk.  The walks will be added to the 2010 programme.  

SC to supply GPS unit to map the walks and way marks.   

 Pink Walk Sun 25 Oct 10am  Meet at Chilham fire station  

Blue Walk Sun 15 Nov 12:30pm  Meet at Godmersham church 

Green Walk Sun 22 Nov TBC 

Orange Walk Sat 12 Dec TBC 

Walk attendance:  Verdent Farm: 14  

7 Mile Hike: 11 

Trees of the Forest: 29 

Grant walks: 11 (on each route) 

Goose Fair – We were not allocated a good pitch and will ask for a better one 

next year.  Strong winds destroyed the gazebo.  Belmont County Fair invited us 

to attend their event on 26 September.  1 new membership received and 100 

prizes given away.  We have been asked to explain how we would spend any 

donation received from the Goose Fair.  Suggestions discussed were: 
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 Replacement gazebo  £50 

 Bat boxes    £100 

 Pond plants for Cutler’s  £50 

 Re-puddling the damaged pond £200 

b) Treasurerôs report (SW) 

The latest bank statement shows a current account balance of £1177.  There are 

no imminent expenses.  A draft of the year end accounts was distributed. 

c) Membership report (SC) 

The current membership stands at 67 (approx. 117 members).  There are 33 

renewals outstanding and 1 new membership this month (Goose Fair).   

One of our members has raised the issue of litter in and around the main car 

park, compounded by a lack of bins which causes people to pile their rubbish 

around the dog litter bins where wildlife can easily tear the bags and scatter the 

contents.  The matter was discussed, the lack of bins is intentional and is 

intended to encourage people to take their rubbish with them.  Details will be 

emailed to DJ for the FC’s view. 

d) Stour Valley Arts  

SVA were unable to attend the meeting, they did however leave some leaflets 

regarding their new installations 

e) Kentish Stour Countryside Partnership Update (JS) 

JS updated the committee with details of walks recently conducted by KSCP 

(Butterfly walk for Kent Wildlife Trust, Kent Downs AONB).  JS suggested that 

the bird box building event might be conducted by the Thursday (Canterbury 

Group) because they have more time.   

f) Forestry Commission Update  

(DJ was unable to attend the meeting) 

g) Walks and Events 
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The committee members who will attend the following walks/events are: 

Dormouse   DS 

Foraging   DS MH GO SC HC 

Deer Dawdle   DS MH GO SW 

Deer Walk (Committee) DS MH GO SC HC SW 

h) Forthcoming items 

Grant Application – test the proposed “Green” walk.  A meeting will be held at 

KSCP offices with DS, SW, JS attending to progress the grant application.  Date 

TBC. 

AOB 

¶ Brownies may be in touch to arrange a walk.  Cost will be £1/head 

¶ DS asked about washing hands after walks.  

Actions 

¶ SC to provide SW with the GPS mapping unit 

¶ DS to progress grant application 

¶ DS/SW to walk the grant routes 

¶ SW to investigate Grass Roots as a funding source 

Next meeting 

 Monday 14 September 2009, 7pm. 


